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This past week, our school bid adieu to our fall sports season. Between Girls Field 
Hockey, Boys Soccer and Co-ed Golf, many of the autumn afternoons found our 
students traveling to games in Easton, Crisfield, Westover, Ocean Pines, Berlin and all 
throughout the Salisbury area. Although the family roadster may have accumulated a 
good deal of mileage over these past few months, the time and travel seemed irrelevant 
when considering the positive growth and development that was made by our students.   
 
As an educational community, we believe that a comprehensive athletic program helps 
nurture the whole being of our young people. And the merit of team sports has even 
been praised by a former Pontiff. To this point, in addressing “Sport at the Service of the 
Spirit” in 1945, Pope Pius XII spoke of the entwined human qualities that lead us to the 
intended use of our gifts all for the greater glory of God. In this address he said: “Sport, 
properly directed, develops character, makes a man courageous, a generous loser, and 
a gracious victor; it refines the senses, gives intellectual penetration, and steels the will 
to endurance. It is not merely a physical development then. Sport, rightly understood, 
is an occupation of the whole man, and while perfecting the body as an instrument of 
the mind, it also makes the mind itself a more refined instrument for the search and 
communication of truth and helps man to achieve that end to which all others must be 
subservient, the service and praise of his Creator.”  
 
In a society whose bearings are often off course when it comes to youth sports, the 
athletic program at St. Francis de Sales Catholic School offers an educational 
opportunity where all the right things about team sports are taught and helps develop 
the whole being of our student-athletes. Of course, these teams require leadership. And 
season after season, our volunteer coaches answer the call of service to our athletic 
program. This year, our school community was blessed by the guiding presence of the 
following group of dedicated adults who shepherded our young people: Field Hockey – 
Elle Phillips and Kathleen Hall; Golf – Michael Scott and Justin Plankey; Soccer – Ryan 
McLaughlin. On behalf of our school, I would like to offer a heartfelt note of gratitude 
for the selfless leadership that this group has provided. As well, a special thank you to 
our Athletic Director, Amanda Micciche for all of her support in making our fall sports 
season such a success. 
 
In keeping with the theme of selfless service, this past week, the Catholic community 
around our nation celebrated Vocations Awareness Week. This annual celebration is 
dedicated to promoting vocations to the priesthood, diaconate and consecrated life 
through prayer and education. Throughout the week, students at SFdS and across our 
diocese learned more about the vocational callings that life may present. Listening to 
God’s calling - be it the religious life or marriage and family life - is a process. As 
Christians, discerning upon our life’s vocation is an invitation to become closer to our 
Heavenly Father by sharing our love in service to others. This week and every week, may 
we continue to pray that our young people will heed the faithful calling of God. 
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